


LITTLE FALLS URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY
Minutes of the January 20, 2010 Board Meeting



MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS PRESENT:			Mayor Robert J. Peters
						John Scarano
						Greg Santry
						Christine Cadle
						Kathleen Ballerstein
											
OTHERS PRESENT:			Jim Thatcher, Avalon Associates
						Linda Ovitt, Little Falls Housing Authority	

PROGRAM COORDINATOR:		Virginia Curry


Mayor Robert Peters called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 



Agenda Item I – Presentation by Linda Ovitt, Little Falls Housing Authority

First order of business was the introduction of Linda Ovitt, Executive Director, of the Little Falls Housing Authority. Mrs. Ovitt discussed needed repairs to the Authority’s sole elevator and costs of temporary relocation of the tenants. The Authority is requesting consideration for project funding under the 2010 NYS CDBG competitive round. The Board discussed possible locations for temporary housing.  Mr. Thatcher stated that the project appears to be an attractive fit for CDBG funding as an accessibility project but that he would research all viable funding options.  Mr. Thatcher also noted that unlike the traditional housing rehab, the elevator project would be subject to Federal Davis Bacon Wage Rates.  Update:	Relocation assistance may be available from the 2010 CDBG funds. 

- Presentation by Jim Thatcher of Avalon Associates

Jim Thatcher discussed the cost overrun of the construction project at the Stone Mill Inn.  Mr. Thatcher stated that while he is still reviewing the additional documentation received from the owners of the Inn, the costs attributed to the overrun appear to be soft costs rather than hard construction costs of which the project was approved for.  The Board feels that additional funding would make increased job creation a valid concern and could increase risk of default.  Discussion tabled for further review. Update: Owners retracted request and are seeking private resources.
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Agenda Item II – Minutes – Approval

Minutes of the December 21, 2009 meeting were presented for approval.  John Scarano made the motion to approve the item; seconded by Kathleen Ballerstein and carried unanimously.



Agenda Item II – Financials – Approval

Bank Statements and Reconciliation reports for December 2009 were submitted to the Board for approval.  
State and Federal Loan reports were submitted to the Board for approval. 
Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss reports were submitted to the Board for approval and for budget preparation.
Accounts Payable Voucher report was submitted to the Board for approval. 
Kathleen Ballerstein made the motion to approve the items; seconded by Christine Cadle and carried unanimously.


Agenda Item III – Mayor’s Report

Demolition:  Demolition of Four Catherine Street is scheduled pending an asbestos survey and requests for proposals from qualified contractors. Jim Thatcher stated that the Little Falls URA has approval from the NYS Office of Community Renewal to use Program Income for demolition of residential properties.  Attorney Mark Rose to look into any restriction of funds from the possible sale of the lot after demolition.  Update:  Sale proceeds would go to the County.  City plans to use the lot as parking for nearby residents.  Lot could accommodate approximately five vehicles.

Website:    Board discussed the idea of posting minutes on the City’s website.  Virginia Curry to follow-up with Kathy Prestopnik and Jake Mihvec. 


Executive Session:    John Scarano made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:42 p.m. seconded by Christine Cadle and carried unanimously for the purpose of discussing pending litigation issues with the Laberge Group; the proposed sale of property held by the Agency and located at 524 E. Main Street; the recommendation of procurement of Avalon Associates to the Common Council for a three year period and will be for the preparation of applications for federal funding and administrative services required to complete all activities under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships Programs for program year 2010 (M/S/A: J. Scarano/Christine Cadle.)  John Scarano made the motion to exit Executive Session at 8:12 p.m.; seconded by Kathleen Ballerstein and carried unanimously.
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Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.  (M/S/A: J. Scarano/C. Cadle.)


The next regular scheduled meeting will be held on February 17, 2010 at 6:15 p.m., in the Urban Renewal Conference Room, City Hall Little Falls, New York.

Respectfully submitted,


Virginia Curry
Program Coordinator







