LITTLE FALLS URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY

Minutes of the May 19, 2010 Board Meeting 

*Approved June 16, 2010


MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS PRESENT:			Mayor Robert J. Peters
						Ralph Renzulli
						Greg Santry
						Kathleen Ballerstein

GUEST:					Anthony Carlisto and Mike Rizzo of Ward Associates
						Jim Thatcher, City Grant Consultant, of Avalon Associates
			
ABSENT:					Christine Cadle and Virginia Curry

Mayor Robert Peters called the meeting to order at 6:23 p.m. 



Agenda Item I – Presentation by Anthony Carlisto and Mike Rizzo of Ward Associates

First order of business was the presentation of the bid list for the 2008 CDBG Façade projects by Anthony Carlisto, Architect and Engineer, for the West Main Street projects.  Jim Thatcher explained to the Board that the LFURA makes the recommendation the Common Council to accept the proposal, but it is the business owner who technically hires the contractor.  Bid results were reviewed and a discussion followed regarding the low response of bidders and whether some or all of the projects should be re-bid. Three projects received two bids and three of the projects received only one.  Mr. Thatcher explained that the funder, NYS Office of Community Renewal, would prefer more bids if possible to show that the process was open and fair and the City exhausted all possible avenues to receive the greatest number of bids from contractors.   Mr. Carlisto stated that all bidding requirements had been met and he felt that all six projects should be awarded to Poncell Construction – the lowest bidder. Concern was expressed regarding the rigid time schedule before the expiration of the grant.
A request was made by Automotive Rescue to re-bid their project.  Mr. Thatcher recommended re-bidding all projects with hopes of receiving more responses or at least re-bid those projects that did not receive at least two bids.  Mr. Thatcher stated that another possibility would be to submit a budget modification to the Office of Community Renewal to move funds from the Downtown Investment Program to the Façade budget line.
Mr. Carlisto asked for Board approval to talk to owners regarding scaling back the scope of works. 

 Kathleen Ballerstein made the motion to allow Ward Associates to speak to owners; seconded by Greg Santry and carried unanimously.
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Agenda Item II – Minutes – Approval

Minutes of the April 21, 2010 meeting were presented for approval. 

Greg Santry made the motion to approve the item; seconded by Ralph Renzulli and carried unanimously.


Agenda Item III - Agreement between City and LFURA

Board members received a copy of the 2006 grant monitoring letter from the New York State Office of Community Renewal.  Jim Thatcher explained that one of the findings by the NYS Office of Community Renewal was pertained to the relationship between the City and the URA and its position within the City’s municipal structure.  NYS Office of Community Renewal has requested clarification from the City that the LFURA has the approval to regulate and disperse CDBG funds.  Mr. Thatcher recommends the Mayor and the City Treasurer to be the official signators on all CDBG fund related checks to show that City officials have oversight over the CDBG funds. Attorney, Mark Rose, to draft an agreement/resolution to go before the Common Council on June 8, 2010, formalizing the past practice of the City applying for grants and the LFURA administering them and to designate the City Treasurer as an authorized check signer.


Agenda Item IV – Planning Efforts 

Jim Thatcher explained The New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) announced the availability of approximately $1,000,000 in funding for the NYS Community Development Block Grant (NYS CDBG) Community Planning Program.
Ralph Renzulli made the motion to approve Jim Thatcher submitting a proposal to apply for a grant to assist with planning efforts; seconded by Kathleen Ballerstein and carried unanimously.


Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  (M/S/A: G. Santry/R. Renzulli.)


The next regular scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at 6:15 p.m., in the Urban Renewal Conference Room, City Hall, Little Falls, New York.


Minutes Recorded by Kathleen Ballerstein and 
Respectfully submitted,

Virginia Curry
Program Coordinator





